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Observation becomes a scientific tool and the method of data
collection for the researcher, when it serves a formulated research
purpose, is systematically planned and recorded and is subjected to
checks and controls on validity and reliability.

Meaning Observation means viewing or seeing. We go on
observing some thing or other while we are awake. Most of such
observations are just casual and have no specific purpose. But
observation as a method of data collection is different from such
casual viewing.



* Types of observation
Participant Observation— s=ymne
Non-participant Observation— URBLROE
Direct Observation— &/ 52z

Indirect Observation— wzgg

Controlled Observation— dotogs
Uncontrolled Observation— @dotogs

* Characteristics of observation

® Scientific observation is systematic. YERBesecied.

* Observation is specific. d&rsgmeacies.

* Scientific observation is objective. SRdFeADSR.

* Observation is recorded immediately. 8gee SavetRien/ween mug;

* Observation is expert. Sxgobaiptiesmnmes.

* Observation is verifiable. so2cos o3

* Itis both a physical and a mental activity. 37 & SRPRE w3EbesEBodRAS.

* The observation ey‘]e ‘catches’ man¥ things which are sighted, but attention is
focussed on data that are pertinent to the given study. esselaesme Seofdeace.

* Observation is selective. A researcher does not observe anything and everything,

bgt select the range of things to be observed on the basis of the nature, scope and
objectives of his study. esoliobh eadeeEsnsd BHHESE.

* Observation is purposive and not casual. It is made for the specific purpose of

nothing things relevant to the study. It ggptures the natural social context in which
persons’ behaviour occurs. envciedeeeAthess.



* ELEMENTS OF SCIENTIFIC OBSERVATION

* OBJECTIVITY &5x0g$ -It should be applicable to all. It is based on facts
available.

» PRECISION &s35 - In study the data collected should be to the point and
should study the problem only.

* SYSTEMATIC s=@ - It should be step by step and not haphazard manner.

* VARIFIBILITY s88e0s e - Our conclusions or result can be checked.

* RELIABILITY &zemese - Results should remain almost same over time and
space.

* Definition
« Gorman and Clayton defines - Observation studies as those that

‘involve the systematic recording of observable phenomena or
behavior in a natural setting”

* According to PV. Young, (1956) “Observation- a deliberate study
through eye may be used as one of the methods for scrutinizing
collective behaviour and complex institutions as well as the separate
units composing a totality.”

* 2.8 SRR — WESARED) 3RYT WaEoD h*%eoda O, Jegeood)  Bewr0sIoecss
WS RESy Fraivay §vh e gobodead.

* ougkt FWesET VBFEF TSR & Te0ITY Tk IGREdT FEOTOEy wém@ma
263, DeFTDY oY SRR WeSRATD.



