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What is Language?

The ‘Language’ word derives from in Sanskrit word 

‘Bhasa’ . It means ‘To flash’. Latin word ‘Lingva’ – its means 

‘tongue, speech language through lingua.  

The system of communication in speech and writing that 

is used by people of a particular country.

The system on sounds and writing that human beings use 

to express their thoughts, ideas and feelings.



• Language is the normal way of humans communicate. Only humans

use language, though other animals communicate through other means.

Human language has grammar, a set of rules for connecting words

together to make statements and questions.

• Language is a System of arbitrary vocal symbols used for human

communication.communication.

• It is system, including many different modules (Phonology, Morphology,

syntax & semantics)

• The primary medium for all languages is sound: therefore, language is

mainly vocal.



• Communication is the process of exchanging messages and

creating meaning.

• language is a symbol system. It includes rules regarding the

combination of sounds into meaning units, meaning units into

words, words into sentences, along with the rules for using thatwords, words into sentences, along with the rules for using that

language.

• Set of symbols, associated with meaning, with rules to manipulate

them.

• Set of rules for generating and understanding speech



DEFINITIONS OF LANGUAGE
1. Henry Sweet (ºÉ¤æ ¹éÃmï) :- “Language is the expression of ideas by means of

speech-sounds combined into words”. ... In spoken language, this symbol set

consists of noises resulting from movements of certain organs within the throat and

mouth.

“¥ÀzÀUÀ¼À ªÀÄÆ®PÀ «ZÁgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß C©üªÀåPÀÛUÉÆ½ À̧ÄªÀÅzÉÃ ¨sÁµÉ”“¥ÀzÀUÀ¼À ªÀÄÆ®PÀ «ZÁgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß C©üªÀåPÀÛUÉÆ½ À̧ÄªÀÅzÉÃ ¨sÁµÉ”

2. Edward Sapir (JqÀéqïð À̧¦üÃgï) :-” Language is a purely human and no instinctive

method of communicating ideas, emotions and desires by means of voluntarily

produced symbols”

“vÀªÀÄä s̈ÁªÀ£ÉUÀ¼À£ÀÄß, s̈ÁªÁªÉÃµÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß, §AiÀÄPÉUÀ¼À£ÀÄß À̧é¥ÉæÃjvÀ zsÀé¤ À̧APÉÃvÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß,

C©ü¥ÁæAiÀÄUÀ¼À£ÀÄß MAzÀÄ ªÀåªÀ̧ ÉÜAiÀÄ ªÀÄÆ®PÀ E£ÉÆß§âjUÉ w½ À̧ÄªÀ «zsÁ£ÀªÉÃ ¨sÁµÉ”JA¢zÁÝgÉ.



3. Bloch and Trager (¨ÁèPï & mÉæöÊUÀgï) :- “A language is a system of arbitrary

vocal symbols by means of which a social group cooperates.”

“MAzÀÄ À̧ªÀiÁdzÀ d£ÀgÀÄ vÀªÀÄä s̈ÁªÀ£ÉUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ªÀÄvÀÄÛ D¯ÉÆÃZÀ£ÉUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ªÀåªÀºÁgÀPÁÌV GZÀÑjvÀ

AiÉÆÃUÀåªÁzÀ AiÀiÁzÀÈaÒPÀ zsÀé¤ À̧APÉÃvÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ªÀåªÀ¹ÜvÀªÁV §¼À̧ ÀÄªÀgÉÆÃ CzÉÃ ¨sÁµÉ”

4. Whitney («nß) :- “Language signifies rather certain instrumental where by

men Consciously and with intension Represent their thourght to the end for

the sake of Communication”

“ªÀÄ£ÀÄµÀå vÀ£Àß D¯ÉÆÃZÀ£ÉUÀ¼À£ÀÄß EvÀgÀjUÉ w½AiÀÄ¥Àr À̧ÄªÀ À̧®ÄªÁV ¥ÀæeÁÕ¥ÀÆªÀðPÀªÁV,

GzÉÝÃ±À¥ÀÆªÀðPÀªÁV §¼À¹PÉÆAqÀ À̧A¥ÀPÀð ¸ÁzsÀ£ÀªÉÃ s̈ÁµÉ”



CHARACTERISTICS OF LANGUAGE 

1.Language is a Arbitrary. ( s̈ÁµÉ AiÀiÁzÀÈaÒPÀªÁzÀÄzÀÄ)

Language is arbitrary in the sense that there is no characteristic

relation between the words of a language and their meanings or the ideas

conveyed by them.conveyed by them.

The choice of a word selected to mean a particular thing or idea is

purely arbitrary but once a word is selected for a particular referent, it

comes to stay as such. It may be noted that had language not been

arbitrary, there would have been only one language in the world.



2. Language is a Social: ( s̈ÁµÉ ¸ÁªÀiÁfPÀªÁzÀÄzÀÄ)

Language is a set of conventional communicative signals used by

humans for communication in a community. Language in this sense is a

possession of a social group, comprising an indispensable set of rules

which permits its members to relate to each other, to interact with eachwhich permits its members to relate to each other, to interact with each

other, to co-operate with each other; it is a social institution. Language

exists in society; it is a means of nourishing and developing culture and

establishing human relations.



3. Language is a Symbolic: ( s̈ÁµÉ ¸ÁAPÉÃwPÀªÁzÀÄzÀÄ)

Language consists of various sound symbols and their graph

logical counter parts that are employed to denote some objects,

occurrences or meaning.

These symbols are arbitrarily chosen and conventionallyThese symbols are arbitrarily chosen and conventionally

accepted and employed. Words in a language are not mere signs or

figures, but symbols of meaning. The intelligibility of a language

depends on a correct interpretation of these symbols.



4. Language is a Systematic ((¨sÁµÉ ªÀåªÀ¹ÜvÀªÁzÀÄzÀÄ)

Although language is symbolic, yet its symbols are arranged in a

particular system. All languages have their system of arrangements.

Every language is a system of systems.

All languages have phonological and grammatical systems, andAll languages have phonological and grammatical systems, and

within a system there are several sub-systems. For example, within the

grammatical system we have morphological and syntactic systems, and

within these two sub-systems we have systems such as those of plural,

of attitude, of aspect, of tense, etc.



5. Language is a Vocal ( s̈ÁµÉ ¸ÁAPÉÃwPÀªÁzÀÄzÀÄ)

Language is primarily made up of vocal sounds only

produced by a physiological articulators mechanism in the human

body. In the beginning, it appeared as vocal sounds only.

Writing came much later, as an intelligent attempt to

represent vocal sounds. Writing is only the graphic representation

of the sounds of the language. So the linguists say that speech is

primary.



6. Language is a Non-instinctive, Conventional:

No language was created in a day out of a mutually agreed upon

formula by a group of humans. Language is the outcome of evolution and

convention. Each generation transmits this convention on to the next.

Like all human institutions languages also change and die, grow and

expand. Every language then is a convention in a community. It is non-

instinctive because it is acquired by human beings. No body gets a language

in heritage; he acquires it because he an innate ability.



7. Language is a Productive and Creative: ( s̈ÁµÉ GvÁàzÀPÀvÀé ªÀÄvÀÄÛ À̧Èd£À²Ã®ªÁzÀÄzÀÄ)

Language has creativity and productivity. The structural elements of human language can

be combined to produce new utterances, which neither the speaker nor his hearers may ever have

made or heard before any, listener, yet which both sides understand without difficulty. Language

changes according to the needs of society.

Finally, language has other characteristics such as Duality referring to the two systems of

sound and meaning, Displacement which means the ability to talk across time andsound and meaning, Displacement which means the ability to talk across time and

space, Humanness which means that animals cannot acquire it, Universality which refers to the

equilibrium across humanity on linguistic grounds, Competence and Performance which means

that language is innate and produced is society and furthermore, language is culturally transmitted.

It is learnt by an individual from his elders, and is transmitted from one generation to another. Thus

using J. Firth’s term, language is a ‘polysystametic’. It is also open to be studied from multifaceted

angles.


